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1 Introduction 
The objective of WP8 (Dissemination and exploitation) is to ensure the dissemination and 

exploitation of P4SB scientific results to relevant target audiences and to foster the scientific and 

public dialogue about project results and new applications in the field of synthetic biology, plastic 

recycling and biodegradable plastics with maximum visibility. P4SB contributes to the societal debate 

on the use of synthetic biology technology by addressing ethical, safety, discovery, intellectual 

property and innovation aspects. Within WP8, RWTH takes on the lead and is supported by all 

project partners to complete the tasks. 

This report presents the dissemination activities of the first 18 months (first period) of the P4SB-

project, as well as the objectives of its commercial exploitation. The dissemination activities during 

the first period focused in the launching of the project's website, the establishment and maintenance 

of social media resources, scientific publications and presentations, the collaboration and knowledge 

exchange with another ongoing H2020-project, and the issuing of press releases. In addition, several 

presentations and meetings were conducted where the P4SB-project and ideas were presented to 

various academic, industrial and public entities. With regards to the commercial exploitation of the 

project's results, the P4SB consortium has begun to analyse the pool of stakeholders that are already 

aware of the project and will be targeted in the following years for the purpose of exploitation. 

This interim report will be re-written as final report at the end of the project (month 48), which will 

be adapted to the ongoing findings based on the project results. 

A short summary of the project can be downloaded from the CORDIS-website as well: 

http://cordis.europa.eu/project/rcn/193263_en.html 

 

2 Public communication and scientific dissemination 
As universities, SMEs/industries, and research organisations are all operating on different levels and 

markets and thus representing different target groups, P4SB started at an early stage with public 

dissemination and outreach activities. The scientific results of the P4SB project are disseminated 

through various communication modalities to inform stakeholders in order to empower them to 

make rational decisions based on relevant data. Moreover, these communications are designed to 

engage stakeholders in active discussions regarding the pros and cons of synthetic biology and P4SB 

technologies and products a place in the public opinion. 

An active communication with the general public is essential to foster social acceptance of P4SB 

technologies and synthetic biology in general. Main communication activities are handled by the 

coordinator, although each P4SB partner has the responsibility to actively communicate their 

research to society at large. This is reflected by the fact that each partner participates in the 

dissemination activities of WP8. 

The scientific contributions are communicated via Open Access journals as well as well-known social 

media channels. The scientific results as well as publications of P4SB are collected continuously to 

http://cordis.europa.eu/project/rcn/193263_en.html
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ensure that project results can be exploited and disseminated effectively. All consortium members 

are actively participating in scientific conferences or regional events to stimulate the scientific 

dialogue about P4SB and its results as well as to achieve maximum visibility of the project. All 

dissemination of results of P4SB via the project website, workshops, conferences, key scientific 

publications, etc. are described in detail below. 

 

2.1 Project website 
In order to spread information and to enhance target audience understanding, a project website was 

launched during the first months of the project (http://p4sb.eu/), which is accessible to the public 

and scientific community. The website is designed in such a way that the public project awareness is 

increased through an easy to understand overview of the P4SB goals, methods and achievements. 

The website contains all the necessary information regarding the project's objectives, impact, our 

partners and advisory board members, press material that has been or will be released, related 

publications and presentations, reporting of the project's results (if public), and news and contact in-

formation. The website is updated at least once a week and is also connected with the respective 

Facebook, LinkedIn and Twitter accounts of the project. The P4SB website is also advertised on the 

established websites of the consortium partners in order to ensure maximum traffic and visibility. 

The total number of visitors per day since the official launch of the website can be found in Figure 

2.1. A screen shot from the main landing page of the official project's website is presented in Figure 

2.3.  

DeliǾŜǊŀōƭŜ 5уΦм άtп{. ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜέ όǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƳƻƴǘƘ оύ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ its 

structure and original content. 

  

Figure 2.1: (Left) The number of visitors (>3000 total) to the P4SB project website since its official launch. (Right) 

85 of the total visitors were directed to the P4SB project website from either Facebook or Twitter with 

a smaller number arriving via LinkedIn. 

 

http://p4sb.eu/
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Figure 2.2: Graphical presentation of the countries reached by the P4SB project website. In descending order the 

top three visits came from Germany, France and the USA. 

 

Figure 2.3: Landing page of the official P4SB project's website (example from 21/08/2016) 
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2.2 Social media 

In order to support public dissemination and outreach, P4SB is active in the social media websites 

Facebook, LinkedIn, Twitter and YouTube, as well as having a presence on television and radio. Social 

media is used to especially encourage young scientists (e.g., PhD and MSc students) who are actively 

performing P4SB research to share their thoughts and foster discussion on modern outreach 

channels. 

 

2.2.1 Facebook 

The Facebook page of P4SB can be reached via https://www.facebook.com/pseudomonasputida/. At 

present, 95 people or pages like this site.  

 

Figure 2.4: Statistics from Facebook showing the number of people reached with posts from project start until 

end of August 2016 

 

2.2.2 LinkedIn 

The LinkedIn profile of P4SB can be reached via https://www.linkedin.com/groups/6972328. At 

present, this group has 31 followers. During the project, 20 posts have been launched related to 

P4SB. LinkedIn is not providing any information about the number of people reached via these posts. 

 

2.2.3 Twitter 

The P4SB twitter handle is @P4SB_Biotech and can be reached at https://twitter.com/P4SB_Biotech. 

The site currently has 50 followers on the site and is following 31 other twitter accounts. The twitter 

analytics suggest that the account averages at 900 impressions per month, however this number has 

been steadily growing month on month since the launch of the site in May 2015. Currently the P4SB 

https://www.facebook.com/pseudomonasputida/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/6972328
https://twitter.com/P4SB_Biotech
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twitter account has had 45 tweets, which has resulted in an average of 32 profile visits per month, 

this too has been on the rise month on month since the launch of the site. 

 

2.2.4 TV / YouTube 

tп{. Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƻƴ DŜǊƳŀƴ ǘŜƭŜǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƻƴ мт CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлмсΦ ¢ƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ¢± ǎƘƻǿ ά²5w [ƻƪŀƭȊŜƛǘ 

!ŀŎƘŜƴέ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ tп{. ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ w²¢I ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ´s άLƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ ƻŦ !ǇǇƭƛŜŘ 

aƛŎǊƻōƛƻƭƻƎȅέΦ !ǎ ǘƘe original film was only stored in the WDR media centre for seven days, we were 

allowed to upload the video to our P4SB YouTube channel. Click here to watch the film about P4SB 

and activate English subtitles, if needed.  

 

2.2.5 Radio 

In March 2016 Lars Blank from RWTH was ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŘƛƻ ǎƘƻǿ άLogo ς Das 

WissenschaftsmagazinέΦ ¸ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ Ŧǳƭƭ ǎǘƻǊȅ ōȅ ŎƭƛŎƪƛƴƎ here. 

 

2.2.6 ResearchGate 

P4SB is also active on the scientific platform Research Gate (www.researchgate.net). ResearchGate is 

the largest academic social networking site in terms active users for scientist and researchers to 

share papers, ask and answer questions, and find collaborators. Our scientists use this platform to 

spread as much information about P4SB as possible. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ew2P2rltYN4
http://www.ndr.de/info/Der-Kampf-gegen-die-Mikroplastik-Verschmutzung,audio276760.html
http://www.researchgate.net/
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Figure 2.5: Activities of P4SB in ResearchGate 
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2.3 Scientific publications 

Type of 
scientific 

publi-
cation 

Title of the 
scientific 

publication 
DOI 

ISSN 
or 

eSSN 
Authors 

Title of the 
journal or 
equivalent 

Number, 
date 

Publisher 
Place of 
publi-
cation 

Year of 
publi-
cation 

Relevant 
pages 

Public & 
private 
partici-
pation 

Peer-
review 

Is/Will Open 
Access 

provided to 
this 

publication? 

Article in 
journal 

Plastic waste 
as a novel 
substrate for 
industrial 
biotechnology 

10.1111/1751-
7915.12312 

17517915 

Nick Wierckx, 
M. 
Auxiliadora 
Prieto, Pablo 
Pomposiello, 
Victor de 
Lorenzo, 
Kevin 
O'Connor, 
Lars M. Blank 

Microbial 
Biotech-
nology 

8/6 

John Wiley 
& Sons Ltd 
and 
Society for 
Applied 
Micro-
biology 

United 
States 

2015 900-903 YES YES YES - Gold OA 

Article in 
journal 

Tn7-Based 
Device for 
Calibrated 
Heterologous 
Gene 
Expression in 
Pseudomonas 
putida 

10.1021/acssy
nbio.5b00058 

21615063 

Sebastian 
Zobel, Ilaria 
Benedetti, 
Lara 
Eisenbach, 
Victor de 
Lorenzo, Nick 
Wierckx, Lars 
M. Blank 

ACS 
Synthetic 
Biology 

4/12 
American 
Chemical 
Society 

United 
States 

2015 1341-1351 NO YES YES - Green OA 

Article in 
journal 

To be, or not 
to be 
biodegradable
Χ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 
question for 
the bio-based 
plastics 

10.1111/1751-
7915.12393 

17517915 
M. 
Auxiliadora 
Prieto 

Microbial 
Biotech-
nology 

9/5 

John Wiley 
& Sons Ltd 
and 
Society for 
Applied 
Micro-
biology 

United 
States 

2016 652-657 NO YES YES - Gold OA 

 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/1751-7915.12312/abstract;jsessionid=0BE748DA424DD8ADA74404E7855A2E46.f01t04?systemMessage=Wiley+Online+Library+will+be+unavailable+on+Saturday+3rd+September+2016+at+08.30+BST%2F+03%3A30+EDT%2F+15%3A30+SGT+for+5+hours+and+Sunday+4th+September+at+10%3A00+BST%2F+05%3A00+EST%2F+17%3A00+SGT+for+1+hour++for+essential+maintenance.+Apologies+for+the+inconvenience#.VgPuN0wmQlo.facebook
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/1751-7915.12312/abstract;jsessionid=0BE748DA424DD8ADA74404E7855A2E46.f01t04?systemMessage=Wiley+Online+Library+will+be+unavailable+on+Saturday+3rd+September+2016+at+08.30+BST%2F+03%3A30+EDT%2F+15%3A30+SGT+for+5+hours+and+Sunday+4th+September+at+10%3A00+BST%2F+05%3A00+EST%2F+17%3A00+SGT+for+1+hour++for+essential+maintenance.+Apologies+for+the+inconvenience#.VgPuN0wmQlo.facebook
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/1751-7915.12312/abstract;jsessionid=0BE748DA424DD8ADA74404E7855A2E46.f01t04?systemMessage=Wiley+Online+Library+will+be+unavailable+on+Saturday+3rd+September+2016+at+08.30+BST%2F+03%3A30+EDT%2F+15%3A30+SGT+for+5+hours+and+Sunday+4th+September+at+10%3A00+BST%2F+05%3A00+EST%2F+17%3A00+SGT+for+1+hour++for+essential+maintenance.+Apologies+for+the+inconvenience#.VgPuN0wmQlo.facebook
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/1751-7915.12312/abstract;jsessionid=0BE748DA424DD8ADA74404E7855A2E46.f01t04?systemMessage=Wiley+Online+Library+will+be+unavailable+on+Saturday+3rd+September+2016+at+08.30+BST%2F+03%3A30+EDT%2F+15%3A30+SGT+for+5+hours+and+Sunday+4th+September+at+10%3A00+BST%2F+05%3A00+EST%2F+17%3A00+SGT+for+1+hour++for+essential+maintenance.+Apologies+for+the+inconvenience#.VgPuN0wmQlo.facebook
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/1751-7915.12312/abstract;jsessionid=0BE748DA424DD8ADA74404E7855A2E46.f01t04?systemMessage=Wiley+Online+Library+will+be+unavailable+on+Saturday+3rd+September+2016+at+08.30+BST%2F+03%3A30+EDT%2F+15%3A30+SGT+for+5+hours+and+Sunday+4th+September+at+10%3A00+BST%2F+05%3A00+EST%2F+17%3A00+SGT+for+1+hour++for+essential+maintenance.+Apologies+for+the+inconvenience#.VgPuN0wmQlo.facebook
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Besides these three foreground publications that deal with P4SB and its technologies, there is an 

existing call for papers to be edited by P4SB partners for the next special issue of Microbial 

.ƛƻǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛǘƭŜ άCǊƻƳ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ ǿŀǎǘŜ ǘƻ ǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ ǇƭŀǎǘƛŎέΦ The submission deadline is 

the 30th of November 2016. This Special Issue aims to present the most innovative advances in the 

field of waste bioconversion through mini-reviews, research articles, research notes, and opinion 

pieces. Therefore, possible subjects can be: 

 Alternative feedstocks for bioplastic synthesis 

 Metabolic engineering for the production of bioplastic 

 Molecular basis for the synthesis and degradation of biopolymers 

 Bioprocess design: pure and mixed cultures 

 Novel applications of bioplastic 

Click here for more information. 

 

2.4 Presentations at conferences, symposia and workshops 
The results of the P4SB project have been presented at a variety of national, European and 

international conferences, symposia and workshops. 

 

2.4.1 Synthetic Biology UK 2015 

¢ƘŜ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ά{ȅƴǘƘŜǘƛŎ .ƛƻƭƻƎȅ ¦Y нлмрέ ǘƻƻƪ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ м ǳƴǘƛƭ о {eptember 2015 at Kingsway 

Hall Hotel, London, UK. Project partner ¦{¦ ƎŀǾŜ ŀ ǇƻǎǘŜǊ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛǘƭŜ άtƻǎǘŜǊ tлнсΥ 

Optimization of the cellular economy of Pseudomonas putida ŦƻǊ ΨǇƭŀǎǘƛŎ ǊŜŎȅŎƭƛƴƎΩέΦ 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/store/10.1111/%28ISSN%291751-7915/asset/homepages/2015-waste-to-plastic.pdf?v=1&s=515a15169c2007bdb7cc39f091dff754cb31c054
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Figure 2.6: Abstract and poster of Manuel Salvador from University of Surrey (USU) at the Synthetic Biology UK 

2015 conference 

 

2.4.2 ESBP2015 Symposium Rome 

The 8th European Symposium on Biopolymers took place from 16 until 18 September 2015 in Rome, 

Italy. Auxiliadora Prieto from CSIC and Kevin O´Connor from University College Dublin (UCD) 

presented the P4SB project to 150 scientists as a current trend in Europe involving synthetic biology. 

¢ƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƘŜƭŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ άŦƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǇ Ŧrom research/innovation to the 

ƳŀǊƪŜǘέ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ άƭŜǎǎƻƴ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎέ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛǾŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎκǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ 

projects. 
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Figure 2.7: P4SB presentation of Auxiliadora Prieto from CSIC and Kevƛƴ hΩ/ƻƴƴƻǊ ŦǊƻƳ ¦/5 ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 9{.tнлмр 

symposium in Rome, Italy 

 

2.4.3 EC-wƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ άaŀȄƛƳƛȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ LƳǇŀŎǘ ƻŦ Y9¢ .ƛƻǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅέ 

Nick Wierckx from RWTH was ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ŀ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ άaŀȄƛƳƛȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ LƳǇŀŎǘ 

ƻŦ Y9¢ .ƛƻǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅέΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ was organised by the European Commission and took place in 

Brussels on 22 September 2015. 

 

2.4.4 iGEM Giant Jamboree 2015 

Lars Blank from RWTH attended the iGEM 2015 Giant Jamboree, which took place from 24 until 28 

September 2015 at the Hynes Convention Center - Boston, MA (USA). The Giant Jamboree is the 

annual event where all of the collegiate and high school iGEM teams come together to present their 

synthetic biology projects. In 2015 more than 260 international, multidisciplinary teams were eager 

to share and celebrate their work. 

The iGEM competition encourages university and high school student researchers to work in teams 

and solve real-world challenges by building genetically engineered biological systems with standard, 

interchangeable parts called BioBricks from the Registry of Standard Biological Parts. Each team 

manages their own projects, advocates for their research, and secures funding. Teams are also 

challenged to actively consider and address the safety, security and environmental implications of 

their work. 

LƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƛD9a нлмр ǊŜǎǳƭǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿ ōȅ WŀƳŜǎ CƛŜƭŘǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ά.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ōƛƻōǊƛŎƪǎέΣ 

that has been published in Research Europe on 30 July 2015 (see Figure 2.8). 

http://2015.igem.org/Giant_Jamboree


 Project no 633962 
Interim report on scientific dissemination and 

exploitation of results incl. risk assessment, ethical, 
societal, and intellectual property aspects 

 

P4SB ¶ Deliverable D8.4 ¶ Version 1.1 
Page 14 of 39 

14 

 

 

Figure 2.8: Interview of Lars Blank and Nick Wierckx from RWTH for Research Europe 2015 

 

2.4.5 ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ά9¦-ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜέ ŀǘ w²¢I 

On 28 October 2015 Lars Blank and Christine Kempchen gave a lecture at the RWTH to share their 

experience in applying and coordinating a H2020-project and used P4SB as a best practice example. 

P4SB was the first RWTH-coordinated project within the H2020-programme.  
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Figure 2.9: Agenda of the EU-experience exchange workshop at RWTH 

 

2.4.6 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ bŜǘǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ 9ǾŜƴǘ ά{ǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ wϧL ƛƴ 9ǳǊƻǇŜέ 

hƴ с bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нлмр [ŀǊǎ .ƭŀƴƪ ŦǊƻƳ w²¢I ƎŀǾŜ ŀ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ tп{. ƛƴ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ά{ǳŎŎŜǎǎ 

{ǘƻǊƛŜǎ ƛƴ 9ǳǊƻǇŜ ōŀǎŜŘ ƛƴ bw²έΦ For more details, see Figure 2.10 for the flyer of this event. 


















































